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Background
Cervical cancer is the second most common cancer
among women in the world. In parts of Africa it is the
most common cancer among women. The age-specific
incident rate is in some parts of Africa. Persistent infection
with high-risk human papillomavirus (HPV) is a necessary
cause of cervical cancer and HIV is a known co-factor that
enhances the oncogenic potential of HPV. Sub-Saharan
Africa has the highest number of people living with HIV.
In Nigeria there are about 4.5 million people living with
HIV/AIDS; more than half are women. Women infected
with HIV are at greater risk of persistent HPV infection
and consequently at greater risk of the associated prema-
lignant disease and cervical cancer. The objective of this
study was to determine the knowledge of HIV-positive
women on HPV and cervical cancer.
Materials and methods
Two-hundred women who attended an HIV clinic in
Lagos in January 2010 and who consented to participate
in the study were randomly selected. They were given
self-administered questionnaires. The questionnaire
sought to determine their sociodemographic characteris-
tics and their knowledge of HPV, cervical cancer, and
the HPV vaccine.
Results
183 completed the questionnaire. The mean age was
33.0±6.1 years (range 23-52 years). About one third
(32.1%) had had post-secondary school education and
almost a third were single. 117 (71.1%) had never been
on any form of contraception.127 (69.3%) had had the
HIV test because they were very sick; only 16.7% had
voluntary testing. The awareness of cervical cancer was
poor. 74.4% had never had any form of cervical cancer
screening. About 90% had never heard of HPV and
92.3% did not know that HPV causes cervical cancer,
82.1% did not know that HPV is contracted via sexual
intercourse, and only 17.1% knew cervical cancer can be
prevented by a vaccine.
Conclusion
The overall knowledge of cervical cancer and HPV in
this high-risk population was very poor. There is a need
to improve the knowledge of this disease among this
population. Cervical cancer screening should be made
available at little or no cost to them.
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